“l will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you!” John
14:18, ESV

The nature of Discipleship is rooted in mission. It is based
on the idea that the Gospel does not terminate with me. It
is given to me, received by me, and then passed
on....through me. So the Great Commission is an expression
of this, flowing from the words of Jesus in John 13: 34-35:
“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one an-
other: just as | have loved you, you also are to love one
another. By this all people will know that you are my disci-
ples, if you have love for one another.”

In this conference we will explore this particular under-
standing of Discipleship and Mission. The idea that It begins
with the gift of faith given to us but does not end there.
Rather, it compels us and becomes a Christ-centered and
Christ-motivated undertaking.

Our guest speakers will bring a unique perspective to this
discussion. Pastor Alexander Gross from the Ukraine and
Pastor Siimon Hammer from Estonia, have, and are still,
trying to rebuild the church in a post-communist Eastern
Europe.

Most of us recognize that an orphan is someone without a
father or a mother and without the connection of an ex-
tended family. Orphans often suffer from feelings of anxie-
ty, isolation, and hopelessness.

Central and Eastern European countries endured more than
70 years of imposed scientific atheism under Soviet com-
munist rule. In the wake of the fall of the Iron Curtain, mul-
tiple generations have been left as spiritual orphans.

For most, there is no older generation of believers — no
grandmas and grandpas, no fathers or mothers to lead,
teach and guide younger generations along the path of
faith. The concepts of knowing a Father in heaven who
loves you, belonging to an extended family of brothers and
sisters in Christ, extending forgiveness to others, and having
the sure and certain hope in Jesus Christ have been lost.

Almost 3 decades after the fall of the Soviet Union, there is still
only a remnant of believers who are desperately trying to fan
the embers of faith in a society that still functions largely in the
long shadow of its atheistic, communist past.

In this conference you will hear from Pastors that are living this
reality in their ministries, communities and countries every day.
You will also have the opportunity to examine your own minis-
tries and Christian walk in light of our call to Discipleship and

Mission.

The Rev. Dr. Michael C.D. McDaniel (1929
-2003) of blessed memory served as
bishop of the North Carolina Synod of the
former LCA from 1982 to 1987 and then of
the ELCA from 1988 to 1991. Prior to his
episcopal call, Bishop McDaniel served as
a parish pastor and then from 1971 to
1982 as a professor of religion and
philosophy at Lenoir-Rhyne College in
Hickory, NC. The Carolinas Mission District is proud to
honor  Bishop  McDaniel's lifelong  commitment to
orthodoxy and ecumenism with this annual Reformation
conference. We come together as confessional Christians
to do theology for the sake of the church — in Bishop
McDaniel's words, in order to “enhance our common
witness to Christ”.
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6:30 Worship
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